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PURCHASE, EXCHANGE, AND REDEMPTION OF THE MINOR COINS OF THE 
UNITED STATES. 





ee = Oreasury Department, 
Mme Belay 24, 7887. 


The following provisions of law, containéd in the Revised Statutes of the United States, and rules 
thereunder, are hereby published for the information of all whom it may concern : 


“‘ SECTION 3515. The minor coins of the United States shall be a five-cent piece, a three-cent piece, and 
a one-cent piece. The alloy for the five and three-cent pieces shall be of copper and nickel, to be com- 
posed of three-fourths copper and one-fourth nickel. The alloy of the one-cent piece shall be ninety-five 
per centum of copper and five per centum of tin and zine, in such proportions as shall be determined by 
the Director of the Mint. The weight of the piece of five cents shall be seventy-seven and sixteen- 
hundredths grains troy; of the three-cent piece, thirty grains; and of the one-cent piece, forty-eight grains. 

*¢ SECTION 3529. The minor coins authorized by this title may, at the discretion of the Director of the 
Mint, be delivered in any of the principal cities and towns of the United States, at the cost of the Mint, 
for transportation, and shall be exchangeable, at par, at the Mint in Philadelphia, at the discretion of the 
Superintendent, for any other coins of copper, bronze, or copper-nickel heretcfore authorized by law. It 
shall be lawful for the Treasurer and the several Assistant Treasurers and Depositaries of the United 
States to redeem, in lawful money, under such rules as may be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
all copper, bronze, and copper-nickel coins authorized by law when presented in sums of not less than 
twenty dollars.” ; 





PURCHASE OF MINOR COINS. 


Persons desiring to purchase the minor coins issued under Section 3515, are informed that they will 
be issued to them in exchange, at par, for lawful money of the United States, in sums of twenty dollars or 


multiples thereof. 
Applications for the coins must be made, in all cases, to the Superintendent of the Mint of the United 


_ States at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, accompanied by the necessary funds; on the receipt of which, or as 
goon thereafter as practicable, such minor coins, to the amount of the remittance, will be forwarded, at the 


cost of the mint, to any of the principal towns or cities of the United States as desired. 
J Remittances for this purpose may also be made in post-office money orders or sight drafts, payable in 
Philadelphia or New York, to the order of said Superintendent. 

Persons making application for these minor coins will state particularly the denomination required— 
whether one, three, or five-cent pieces—and will write plainly the address to which the coins are to be 
forwarded. 

The Treasurer or any Assistant Treasurer of the United States is also authorized to pay out for legal- 
tender notes any minor coins held by him and not needed for the current business of his office. 


EXCHANGE OF MINOR COINS. 


The minor coins of copper, bronze, or copper-nickel, referred to in Section 3529, are as follows, viz: 
Large copper cents issued prior to 1857; nickel-copper cents issued from 1857 to 1864; bronze cents issued 
from 1864 to 1873; bronze two-cent pieces; copper-nickel three-cent pieces; and copper-nickel five-cent 

ieces. 
i Persons holding these coins and desiring their exchange for the minor coins authorized to be issued 
by Section 3515, above published, may present or forward them for this purpose to the Superintendent of 
the Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in packages containing twenty dollars or 
multiples thereof, properly assorted and separate yy the denominations and issues above specified. 
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Each package must be accompanied by a list setting forth the aggregate amount of coin which the 
package contains, and the amount of each denomination and issue, together with the name and post-office 
address of the party sending it, who will also advise the Superintendent of the Mint of the amount and 
denomination of minor coins desired in return, and designating the city or town most convenient to him 
to which he desires such coins to be sent. 


REDEMPTION OF MINOR COINS. 


Persons holding coins of copper, bronze, or copper-nickel, authorized by law, and desiring their redemp- 
tion in lawful money, may forward or present them for this purpose to any of the offices of redemption 
hereinafter specified, putting the coins in packages of twenty dollars each or multiples thereof, assorted 
and separated by denominations and issues, as above directed in cases of forwarding for exchange, and, if 
forwarded, advising the officer to whom sent of the amount and kind of coin shipped, and the place (New 
York, Philadelphia, Boston, New.Oxzleams; or San Francisco) at which the transfer check to be drawn by 
the Treasurer of the United States s] be made payable. 

s thus forwarded or presented for redemption, the officer receiving 
(he same, and thereupon, unless payment therefor can be made 

aera certiicate, to be at once transmitted by him to the Treasurer of the United 
States at Washington, D. C.; which certificate shall state the amount of coin received, the name and 
address of the person, company, corporation, or firm making the remittance, and the place at which the 
transfer check shall be made payable. 

The Treasurer of the United States will, upon the receipt of this certificate, transmit to the owner of 
the coin a transfer check payable to his order, in United States currency, for the amount specified in the 
certificate, the check to be drawn upon the Assistant Treasurer of the United States in New York, Phila- 
delphia, Boston, New Orleans, or San Francisco, at the option of the party forwarding the coin. 

A detailed register of purchases and exchanges is hereby directed to be kept. in the Mint at Phila- 
delphia, and a register of redemptions in each office of redemption. 

The expenses of transportation of the old coins thus forwarded for exchange or redemption must be 
paid by the parties forwarding them. The coin in return will be forwarded at the expense of the United 
States. 

Minor coins so mutilated that they cannot be identified, or materially reduced in value by clipping or 
otherwise, will not be exchanged or redeemed. 

Silver coins will not, in any case, be received for redemption or exchange under the provisions of this 
circular. 

AJl instructions heretofore issued by this Department in relation to the purchase, exchange, and 
redemption of minor coins, in conflict with these instructions, are hereby abrogated. ; 


The offices of redemption herein referred to are as follows: 


The Treasurer of the United States, Washington, D. C. 

The Assistant Treasurer of the United States, Boston, Mass. - 

The Assistant Treasurer of the United States, New York City, N. Y. 
The Assistant Treasurer of the United States, Philadelphia, Pa. 
The Assistant Treasurer of the United States, St. Louis, Mo. 

The Assistant Treasurer of the United States, New Orleans, La. 
The Assistant Treasurer of the United States, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

The Assistant Treasurer of the United States, Chicago, Illinois. 
The Assistant Treasurer of the United States, San Francisco, Cal. 
The Assistant Treasurer of the United States, Baltimore, Md. 


The United States Depositary, Tucson, Arizona. 
os 


Secretary of the Treasury. 
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[Abstract:] Redemption of Minor Coins at the Mint to cease... 245 
P 


Treasury Department, 

Office of the Director of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 

March 9, 1881 


Sir: 


Referring to my letters of January 19th & 25 and your communications of the 24th & 
25th January 1881, in regard to the redemption of Minor Coins at the Philadelphia Mint I have to 
state that on careful consideration the officers of the Treasury concur in the opinion, I expressed 
to you that Section 3529 Revised Statutes, while I authorized you to exchange minor coins now 
being issued for minor coins, heretofore authorized by law does not authorize the Redemption in 
lawful money of minor coins at the Philadelphia Mint. 


Accordingly the enclosed circular was issued by the Secretary of the Treasury which 
omits the Philadelphia Mint from the Offices of redemption of minor coins and abrogates all 
former instructions in conflict therewith. 


You will therefore on or before the 31st instant discontinued the redemption of minor 
coins and close up the business and accounts of your Mint relating thereto. 


This instruction does not apply to the issue of Minor Coins under Section 3515 R.S. nor 
to the exchange at your discretion of Minor Coins now authorized to be issued for minor coins 
heretofore issued as provides by Section 3529, RS. 


I forward you by todays mail 100 copies of circular issued by the Secretary of the 
Treasury under date of February 24th, 1881, governing the purchase exchange, and Redemption 
of minor coins. 


Very respectfully, 
Horatio C. Burchard 
Director 


A. Loudon Snowden Esq. 
Supt. Mint of the US. 
Philadelphia 
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[Enclosed circular: ] 


Circular. 
Purchase, exchange, and redemption of the minor coins of the United States. 


1881. 
Department No. 18. 
Secretary’s Office. 


Treasury Department, 
February 24, 1881 


The following provisions of law, contained in the Revised Statutes of the United States, 
and rules thereunder, are hereby published for the information of all whom it may concern: 


“SECTION 3515. The minor coins of the United States shall be a five-cent piece, a three- 
cent piece, and a one-cent piece. The alloy for the five and three-cent pieces shall be of copper 
and nickel, to be composed of three-fourths copper and one-fourth nickel. The alloy of the one- 
cent piece shall be ninety-five per centum of copper and five per centum of tin and zinc, in such 
proportions as shall be determined by the Director of the Mint. The weight of the pieces of five 
cents shall be seventy-seven and sixteen-hundredths grains troy; of the three-cent piece, thirty 
grains; and of the one-cent piece, forty-eight grains. 


“SECTION 3529. The minor coins authorized by this title may, at the discretion of the 
Director of the Mint, be delivered in any of the principal cities and towns of the United States, at 
the cost of the Mint, for transportation, and shall be exchangeable, at par, at the Mint in 
Philadelphia, at the discretion of the Superintendent, for any other coins of copper, bronze, or 
copper-nickel heretofore authorized by law. It shall be lawful for the Treasurer and the several 
Assistant Treasurers and Depositaries of the United States to redeem, in lawful money, under 
such rules as may be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, all copper, bronze, and copper- 
nickel coins authorized by law when presented in sums of not less than twenty dollars.” 


PURCHASE OF MINOR COINS. 


Persons desiring to purchase the minor coins issued under Section 3515, are informed 
that they will be issued to them in exchange, at par, for lawful money of the United States, in 
sums of twenty dollars or multiples thereof. 


Applications for the coins must be made, in all cases, to the Superintendent of the Mint of 
the United States at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, accompanied by the necessary funds; on the 
receipt of which, or as soon thereafter as practicable, such minor coins, to the amount of the 
remittance, will be forwarded, at the cost of the mint, to any of the principal towns or cities of the 
United States as desired. 


Remittances for this purpose may also be made in post-office money orders or sight 
drafts, payable in Philadelphia or New York, to the order of said Superintendent. 
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Persons making application for these minor coins will state particularly the denomination 
required — whether one, three, or five-cent pieces — and will write plainly the address to which 
the coins are to be forwarded. 


The Treasurer or any Assistant Treasurer of the United States is also authorized to pay 
out for legal-tender notes any minor coins held by him and not needed for the current business of 
his office. 


EXCHANGE OF MINOR COINS. 


The minor coins of copper, bronze, or copper-nickel, referred to in Section 3529, are as 
follows, viz: Large copper cents issued prior to 1857; nickel-copper cents issued from 1857 to 
1864; bronze cents issued from 1864 to 1873; bronze two-cent pieces; copper-nickel three-cent 
pieces; and copper-nickel five-cent pieces. 


Persons holding these coins and desiring their exchange for the minor coin authorized to 
be issued by Section 3515, above published, may present or foreword them for this purpose to 
the Superintendent of the Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in packages 
containing twenty dollars or multiples thereof, properly assorted and separated by the 
denominations and issues above specified. 


Each package must be accompanied by a list setting forth the aggregate amount of coin 
which the package contains, and the amount of each denomination and issue, together with the 
name and post-office address of the party sending it, who will also advise the Superintendent of 
the Mint of the amount and denomination of minor coins desired in return, and designating the 
city or town most convenient to him to which he desires such coins to be sent. 


REDEMPTION OF MINOR COINS. 


Persons holding coins of copper, bronze, or copper-nickel, authorized by law, and 
desiring their redemption in lawful money, may forward or present them for this purpose to any 
of the offices of redemption hereinafter specified, putting the coins in packages of twenty dollars 
each or multiples thereof, assorted and separated by denominations and issues, as above directed 
in cases of forwarding for exchange, and, if forwarded, advising the officer to whom sent of the 
amount and kind of coin shipped, and the place (New York, Philadelphia, Boston, New Orleans, 
or San Francisco) at which the transfer check to be drawn by the Treasurer of the United States 
shall be made payable. 


Upon the receipt of the minor coins thus forwarded or presented for redemption, the 
officer receiving them will carefully count and examine the same, and thereupon, unless payment 
therefor can be made over the counter, will issue a certificate, to be at once transmitted by him to 
the Treasurer of the United States at Washington, D.C.; which certificate shall state the amount 
of coin received, the name and address of the person, company, corporation, or firm making the 
remittance, and the place at which the transfer check shall be made payable. 
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The Treasurer of the United States will, upon the receipt of this certificate, transmit to the 
owner of the coin a transfer check payable to his order, in United States currency, for the amount 
specified in the certificate, the check to be drawn upon the Assistant Treasurer of the United 
States in New York, Philadelphia, Boston, New Orleans, or San Francisco, at the option of the 
party forwarding the coin. 


A detailed register of purchases and exchanges is hereby directed to be kept, in the Mint 
at Philadelphia, and a register of redemptions in each office of redemption. 


The expenses of transportation of the old coins thus forwarded for exchange or 
redemption must be paid by the parties forwarding them. The coin in return will be forwarded at 
the expense of the United Sates. 


Minor coins so mutilated that they cannot be identified, or materially reduced in value by 
clipping or otherwise, will not be exchanged or redeemed. 


Silver coins will not, in any case, be received for redemption or exchange under the 
provisions of this circular. 


All instructions heretofore issued by this Department in relation to the purchase, 
exchange, and redemption of minor coins, in conflict with these instructions, are hereby 
abrogated. 


The offices of redemption herein referred to are as follows: 


The Treasurer of the United States, Washington, D.C. 

The Assistant Treasurer of the United States, Boston, Mass. 

The Assistant Treasurer of the United States, New York City, N.Y. 
The Assistant Treasurer of the United States, Philadelphia, Pa. 
The Assistant Treasurer of the United States, St. Louis, Mo. 

The Assistant Treasurer of the United States, New Orleans, La. 
The Assistant Treasurer of the United States, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
The Assistant Treasurer of the United States, Chicago, Illinois. 
The Assistant Treasurer of the United States, San Francisco, Cal. 
The Assistant Treasurer of the United States, Baltimore, Md. 
The United States Depositary, Tucson, Arizona. 


John Sherman 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


